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Chandhok finishes third at Monaco in GP2

India's Karun Chandhok scored his first podium finish of the 2008 GP2 Series motor race here
Friday, finishing third in the biggest race of the season around Monte Carlo's fabled streets.

The 24-year-old from Chennai, who is backed by Red Bull, JK Tyre, Amaron and ICSA Logistics,
described receiving his trophy on the steps of the famous Automobile Club de Monaco as "the best
feeling I've ever had in racing'.

Karun, starting sixth on the grid, jumped ahead of series leader Giorgio Pantano off the start line
and ran in fifth position for the first portion of the race.

He then gained a place from Adrian Valles in the mandatory pitstops, but lost one to Romain
Grosjean, who had been directly behind him on the track. He would take the position back, however,
when Grosjean drove into the spun Pantano at Mirabeau, while Karun followed the marshals'
instructions past the stricken car.

Now running fourth, Chandhok was chasing Mike Conway for the final position on the podium. With
the gap coming down at over a second a lap, there was a lapped car between them, but instead of
getting in Karun's way, the back marker Javier Villa collided with Conway at the chicane sending the
Englishman wide and allowing Karun through,

Karun was able to negotiate his way past their collision and score a third position, making it an
iSport one-three, as his team-mate Bruno Senna won the race.

"To on the podium in Monaco is the best place in the world’, said Chandhok. This track isn't
physically difficult, but it's mentally challenging, so to finish in the top three, you really deserve it. It's
a great relief after a difficult second race in Istanbul, and I'm delighted for the team to get both its
cars on the podium. It's amazing to have the Indian tri-colour up above the Royal Box here in
Monaco.'
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