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'India won't cut greenhouse gas emission against development'

India will not reduce greenhouse gas emission at the cost of development and poverty alleviation,
Minister of State for Environment and Forests Namo Narain Meena said Thursday.

‘India is struggling to bring millions of people out of poverty. We cannot accept binding commitments
to cut down greenhouse gas emission," Meena said at a function to mark the World Environment
Day.

Though India has no commitment to reduce the global warming gases under the Kyoto Protocol, in
recent climate change conferences many developed countries have said India needs to reduce the
greenhouse burden.

Meena, however, said climate change was becoming a crucial issue, and needed immediate action.
He added that consumptive lifestyle was putting severe pressure on biological resources. 'Each of
us has to become a saviour of the environment.'

'Each of us can help curb the adverse impact of climate change,' he said adding that afforestation
will go a long way in reducing the carbon level in the atmosphere as ‘forest is the natural sink for
CO2'.

S. Regupathy, who is also the minister of state for environment and forests, has said the World
Environment Day provides an opportunity every year to reaffirm the commitments to work towards
the sustainable conservation of environment.
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