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Three of a family killed for practising witchcraft

Three members of a family were beaten to death in a Jharkhand village after being accused of
practising witchcraft, police said Saturday.

The incident occurred late Friday night in Torpa block of Khuti district, around 90 km from Ranchi.
Police identified the victims as Ghuchara Pahan, his son Kisun and daughter-in-law Mukta.

The villagers had convened a panchayat meeting Friday night and summoned the trio, who were
asked to stop practicing black magic as this was causing suffering to the villagers.

Ghuchara and Kisun had a verbal altercation with the villagers, after which they ran into their hut.
The villagers dragged them out and started beating them with bamboo sticks and irons rods, killing
all three on the spot. The villagers later informed the police about the incident.

The police reached the village Saturday and took the bodies away. The villagers involved in the
killing are absconding.

Over 700 people, mostly women, have been killed over the past few years in Jharkhand after being
branded as witches.
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