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Flintoff unlikely to return in South Africa series

England all-rounder Andrew Flintoff's eagerly awaited return to international cricket with the home
series against South Africa is doubtful as he is yet to recover from his injury.

England coach, Peter Moores has cast doubt on an immediate return to international cricket for
Flintoff when the selectors name their squad Thursday for next week's first Test against South Africa
at Lord's, reports The Guardian.

'It's great that Andrew is back on the park and bowling well,’ Moores was quoted as saying in the
report.

'‘But we are also sensible about it, because we know you've got to be bowling fit and match fit rather
than just getting the injury right, and that's common sense. We've got to be sure we don't put
Andrew Flintoff in jeopardy if we don't think he's bowling fit," he said.

Flintoff's last Test was in Sydney in 2007 January and he has not played at all since the World
Twenty20 in South Africa in September.

A month later he underwent a fourth operation on his troublesome left ankle but then picked up a
side strain playing for Lancashire in May. He sent down only six overs in five Twenty20 matches
recently before returning to first-class action in Hove Sunday, when he bowled 15 wicketless overs,
conceding 43 runs, against Sussex.

'We've given him plenty of time with this latest injury and that's right because he's worked so hard to
get himself back on the park,' said Moores.
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