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Richards, Bekele and Isinbayeva share $1 mn jackpot

American Sanya Richards, Russian Jelena Isinbayeva and Ethiopian Kenenanisa Bekele Friday
shared the one million dollar jackpot on offer at the Golden League series.

The jackpot is shared by the athletes who manage to win the same events at all six Golden League
meets in one season.

Bekele looked beatable at one stage in his 5,000m race as he seemingly held back, but on the final
straight he proved too strong for compatriot Imane Merga, who finished 0.35 seconds behind.

Bekele's winning time was 12:55.31 seconds, while Vincent Chepkok took third place.

World record holder Jelena Isinbayeva failed at breaking her own world record of 5.07 metres, but
as she managed to clear 4.70 with her first jump, she won the competition and $333,333.

Richards won the women's 400m race - as she has in all five previous Golden League meets this
season - and thus was the first athlete to be assured at least a share of the jackpot.

Richards, who also won the gold at the world championships last month, took first place in a
world-best time this year of 48.83 seconds, beating Britain's Christine Ohuruogu into second place
by more than a second.

Ohuruogu finished in 50.43. Jamaican Shericka Williams was third.

Jamaican sprint sensation Usain Bolt again showed that he is currently unbeatable as he
comfortably took the 200m in a time of 19.57.

A capacity crowd of 50,000 spectators, who braved moist conditions in the King Baudouin stadium,
celebrated yet another display of complete dominance by Bolt, who last month won the sprint double
at the world championships in Berlin.

American Wallace Spearman was second in 20.19.

Although Bolt did not run the 100m, it was still a Jamaican double as the bronze medal winner from
Berlin took first place in 9.90 seconds, beating Americans Tyson Gay (10.00) and Darvis Patton
(10.88) into second and third place.

In the women's 100m race Carmelita Jeter won in a time of 10.88.

The Kenyan 4x1,500m relay team set a new world record, beating the 32-year-old previous best
mark set by Germany in 1977. William Biwott, Gideon Gathimba, Geoffrey Rono and Augustine
Choge won in a time of 14:36.23 minutes, to beat the oldest world record on book of the sport's
governing body International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF).

Another impressive performance belonged to Kenya's Paul Koech, who won the 3,000 steple chase
in 8:04.05 minutes, beating his compatriot Richard Mateelong (8:06.92).
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Third place went to Finland's Jukka Keskisalo (8:13.34).
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