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Rizwanur's family denies knowledge of payoff for separation

The relatives of Rizwanur Rahman, whose mysterious death here in September following his
marriage to the daughter of a Hindu industrialist triggered a public outcry, claim they are surprised
by media reports that people known to them had taken money for separating the couple.

'We really don't know if anyone was involved in separating Rizwanur and Priyanka after their
marriage. We knocked the door of the Calcutta High Court only to get justice. Now the investigation
is underway and the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) would take appropriate action after
considering all aspects of the case," Rizwanur's brother Rukbanur Rahman told IANS.

The rumour of a payoff is doing the rounds in the local media. It has been alleged that Ashok Todi,
father of Rizwanur's widow Priyanka, paid Rs.1.1 million to the youth's family friend Syed Mohiuddin
alias Pappu to separate the couple.

The Todis have alleged that they also paid Rizwanur's uncle Saidur Rahman.

Pappu, who runs an NGO called PEACE, was close to Rizwanur's family. It is alleged that he was
instrumental in sending Priyanka back home.

According to newspaper reports, Ashok Todi reportedly told CBI about Pappu's role in the case.

A section of the media reported that the deal was struck after Pappu assured the Todis that
Priyanka would return to her father's house.

Rukbanur said: 'l did ask Pappu for help as he is a very resourceful person and our family friend as
well. I told him about the harassment by police but | never thought that he could do such things
behind our backs. Still I don't believe he was involved in any such dirty deal.

'It can also be another attempt to malign my family and friends by the Todis as they had earlier
accused us of taking money to separate Rizwanur and Priyanka.'

'My uncle (Saidur) has denied that he had ever taken money from the Todis. But if he is guilty, he
should also be punished,’ Rukbanur said, adding that they are not going to take any legal action
following Todi's allegation that they took money to separate the couple.

'If their (Todis) allegation is incorrect, the CBI would take action for that. Now | would not comment
on it since the investigation is on," he said.

The body of Rizwanur, a 30-year-old graphics designer, was found on Sep 21 with his head
smashed, barely a month after his marriage to Priyanka.

The Calcutta High Court had ordered a CBI inquiry into Rizwanur's death on Oct 16, terming the
initial Criminal Investigation Department's (CID) probe as ‘illegal'.

Faced with the high court's rebuke and raging public protests, West Bengal Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee had to remove five police officials, including Kolkata Police Commissioner
Prasun Mukherjee, for their alleged collusion with the Todis to intimidate Rizwanur to opt out of the
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marriage.
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